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Checker’s Catermg makes parties planet_—frlendly

B Corporate and special events

keep employees on their toes
By Lea Blevins A
ETAFF WRTER

LIVERMORE — Denise Slavitt will

1edl you the success of her catering
business is dué' 1o high-quality food
andd greal customer wervoe. HBul there s
a third phece to the puzele thal remalns
behind the soenes: organization

Slavitt and her t:rnplmrﬂ-lt
Checker's Catering and Special Events
have @ system that keeps day-to-day
operalions running smocithly,

Evervihing gets labeled with a desti-
mation and gets triple-checked before
petting delivered.,

But thal isn't even the most remark-
able thing nbout the business

Checker's was recently certified as
an Alameda Counfy Grecn Business
and is the first calering compeny b the
Tri-Valley to carn the honor,

*To be able fo @t Lhis recognithon,
it's & reallly nice Feeling,” Shavill suid.

Slavitt started the business with her
parents in 1988 in the Bishop Ranch
Business Park in San Raman. 5&e
halds a bachelor's degree in psychology
and a masiers In business, but bearned
her oo service expericnoe working in

. restaurants throughout college,

Checker's was a small cafe and deli
wmtll the day a corporate emplayes
called and asked if they could provide
coffee for @ meeling Checker's sl
yes, amdl (he catering business beghin.

When the company moved 1o s
10,000- square-foot fzcility in Liver-
more 24 years apo, becoming a green

husiness became a possibiliny

Waorlking with Waste Mansgement
and the ety of Livermare, Checker's
has implemented a number of environ-
mentally responsible practices.

*1t's such a pocd thing (o do for the
environment.” Slavill said,

Checker's has reduced weekly wasie
froam B0 cuble yards to elght. pariklly
by separating food waste lor oot
posting, The bustness purchases or-
danbe groens and local, pesticide-free
olive i, as well as sirawberries and
grapes packed in wooden boxes instead
ol plastic foam

Bindegradable plates made from

sugar cane, low-flow, pre-rinse nozzles
anddl energy-saving Mghting add 1o the
lis1 of eco-riendly praciioes,

And while Slavitt and ber husband.,
Randy Smith, facilites manager, are
proud of thess green (echnbques,
1]11:3":':' EVE more ]:l'nl.'.-r'.l ol how the
business continues o grow.

Checker's averages 40 0 GO deliv.
eries on a weekday, mosily to corpo-
rate clients, generally providing meals
For aloul 30 peaple

The special event business picks up
on the weckends, with average cvenis

JIN ETEVENS mnr'rm
DENISE SLAVITT, ownir of Checker's Catéring and Epm:al Ewvents (laft) stands with a platter of sandwiches and
bowl of salad 1o be served at an evenl. Israed Tobon (night) loads a van with food ready for delivery.

providing eatering (rom 200 1o 400
p['-l:q:'lc {or things such as woddings
holiday parties, birthdays and more.

Corporate deliveries typically cost
absouil §15 per persca, with specinl
evenls ranging anywhere from 530 o
5100 per attendee.

The commpany’s largest [ob 5o far
was catering an event on the LSS
Hirnet for 35,500 peopde

s not wnusual for Checker's 1o
cajer oulbside (he Tri-Valley, Employees
often make trips o San Franckoes, San
Jose and even Sacramento,

The corporate calering has been

EILIEINE5
spot

golng strong for years, while the spe
event catering is still growing, But
Checher’s oflers full event planning |
those who want it.

The business has three hall-lime
special event planners who will coor
nafe everylhing from muske and foo
tahle seitings and enterialnment —
even if i means hirieg a silr-walker.

“Ii's a business of details,” Skt
sajd. “There's all kinds of themes wy
camn hrlp p{'np'lr develap.”

And though Slavitt runs the show
from her office cach day. the com-
pany's 25 full me employees, foar
prart-timers and 30 on-call kelpers a
all & part of this well-olled machine,

Checker's has managed o relain
many al its employess for years, somn
since the beginming. This contribute
the family-like feel. along with a Larg
table in the kitchen shere everyons
eils lunch tigether every day — on |
house

“This 15 a fun place,” sak Jose b
arga, who has been with the compaa
alll 18 years

For mare iformation on Checke
Catering and Special Events, visi
www.checkerscalering, com o call
(X25) PEE-1 121
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